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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

AUGUST 17, 2022 
 

Present:  Ryan Curley-First Selectman, John Dillon, Robert Hetrick, Jr., Shaun Manning, 
Michael Pelton, Ralph Zampano 
 
Absent:  Michael Hernandez 
 
Others Present:  Members of the Public and Media 
 
1.  FIRST SELECTMAN CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
 
First Selectman Ryan Curley called the Regular Meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Buck-
Foreman Community Room located at 265 Main Street, Portland, Connecticut. 
 
2.   PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3.    ACCEPT AGENDA 
 
One change to agenda:  Under New Business, Refunds of Excess Payments will become Item 
C) and Item B) will be a resolution to enter into an agreement with DEEP for the Portland 
Riverfront Park and Trail Project.  Michael Pelton made a motion, seconded by John Dillon, 
to approve the amended agenda. Vote unanimous; motion carried. 
 
4.   APPROVE MINUTES:  (Regular) July 20, 2022 
 
Shaun Manning made a motion to approve the Regular meeting minutes of July 20, 2022, 
seconded by Robert Hetrick. Vote unanimous; motion carried. 
 
5.   COMMUNICATIONS/CORRESPONDENCE:  Proclamation to PHS Boys Golf 
 
Ryan and Michael Hernandez attended the awards banquet and congratulated the team for 
winning.  Ryan said they are a great team and they have a wonderful coach.   Ralph 
Zampano read the Certificate of Congratulations into the record recognizing the Portland 
High School Boys Golf Team for winning the 2022 Division IV State Championship. 
 
6.   PUBLIC COMMENT:  None 
 
7.   OLD BUSINESS: 
 
A)  Monthly Report – Committee on Solidarity 
 
Ralph Zampano gave an update of the committee’s recent activities.    
 
B)  Action on Proposed Right to Farm Ordinance 
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Ryan Curley stated that a public hearing was held earlier in the evening on this ordinance.  
Sam Newsom was present and Ryan thanked him for bringing this subject to the BOS.  
Shaun Manning made a motion, seconded by Michael Pelton to adopt the Right to Farm 
Ordinance. Vote unanimous; motion carried. 
 
C)  Action on American Rescue Plan Funds 
 
Ryan Curley stated that there was a public hearing held earlier in the evening.  It was also 
discussed at the last BOS meeting when the town planner was present.  Portland is one of 
the few towns that doesn’t have records digitized and we are running out of space.  John 
Dillon made a motion to adopt the resolution and read it into the record. It was seconded 
by Ralph Zampano; vote unanimous; motion carried unanimously. 
 

RESOLUTION 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

TOWN OF PORTLAND, CONNECTICUT 
August 17, 2022 

 
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN FUNDS 

Land Use Department Improvements 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Portland is in receipt of American Rescue Plan Funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, up to $10,000,000 of ARPA funds can be used for a wide range of expenses due to the 
final rule regarding Revenue Loss; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town has a need to digitize municipal records in the Land Use Department,  update 
the Town’s GIS mapping, and convert the permitting process online; and 
 
WHEREAS, the current estimate of these three items is $120,000.00; and 
 
WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 17, 2022 by the Portland Board of Selectmen solicit 
public comments and questions on the requested use of ARPA funds. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Selectmen of the Town of Portland, hereby 
approves up to $120,000 for digitalizing municipal records in the Land Use Department, updating 
the Town’s GIS mapping, and instituting a user-friendly online permitting process. 
 
A question was asked if the process online included credit card payments and the answer 
was yes.  It must go out for bid for digitizing.   
 
D)  Appointments/Reappointments to Boards and Commissions: None 
 
8.   NEW BUSINESS 
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A)  Resolution:  Request for Waiver of Bid Requirements – Scranton Communications 

& Electronics LLC 
 
The town has been using this company for a long time.  Shaun Manning made a motion and 
read the resolution; it was seconded by John Dillon. 
 
Discussion resulted in a change of the wording in the fourth WHEREAS, second line to read 
“one police, one fire and one existing public works vehicle.” 
 
The amended motion was made by John Dillon, seconded by Shaun Manning. Vote 
unanimous; motion carried. 
 

RESOLUTION 
BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Town of Portland, Connecticut 
AUGUST 17, 2022 

 
Request for Waiver of Bid Requirements 

Scranton Communications and Electronics, LLC 

WHEREAS, the Town of Portland will be purchasing police and fire vehicles; and 

WHEREAS, one police, one fire and one existing public works vehicles will need to be outfitted with 
communication, emergency lighting and other various miscellaneous items; and 
 
WHEREAS, this equipment to outfit the police and fire vehicles can be supplied and installed by 
Scranton Communications and Electronics, LLC; and 
 
WHEREAS, Scranton Communications and Electronics, LLC of Middle Haddam, Connecticut, has 
been a long-time vendor and service provider to the Town and has provided excellent service at a 
reasonable cost for one police, one fire and one existing public works vehicle. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that in the best interest of the Town, pursuant to Section 1208 
§7 of the Portland Charter the Board of Selectmen hereby waives the bidding requirements of 
Section 1208 of the Portland Charter as it pertains to the utilizing Scranton Communications and 
Electronics, LLC as the vendor to outfit and install electronic and communications equipment for 
Police, Fire and other vehicles as needed.  In addition, the Board of Selectmen authorizes the First 
Selectman, Ryan J. Curley to act on behalf of the Town of Portland to enter into any and all 
agreements with Scranton Communication and Electronics LLC. 
 
B)  Resolution to Enter Into an Agreement with DEEP for the Portland Riverfront 

Park and Trail Project. 
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Ralph Zampano read the resolution and made a motion to adopt it, seconded by Shaun 
Manning. 
 
Discussion resulted in adding the wording “on a parcel of land adjacent to Airline Avenue.”  
The amended motion was made by John Dillon and seconded by Shaun Manning. Vote 
unanimous; motion carried.    
 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
TOWN OF PORTLAND, CONNECTICUT 

August 17, 2022 
 

CERTIFICATION: 
 
I, Michael V. Tierney, the Town Clerk of the Town of Portland, Connecticut, do hereby certify that 
the following is a true and correct copy of a resolution adopted by the Board of Selectmen at its duly 
called and held meeting on August 17, 2022, at which a quorum was present and acting throughout, 
and that the resolution has not been modified, rescinded, or revoked and is at present in full force and 
effect: 
  

RESOLVED that the Town of Portland may enter into with and deliver to the State of 
Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, any and all documents which it 
deems to be necessary or appropriate for a grant of $300,000 for the Portland Riverfront Park and 
Trail Project on a parcel of land adjacent to Airline Avenue; and be it 

 
FURTHER RESOLVED, that Ryan J. Curley as First Selectman of the Town of Portland is 

authorized and directed to execute and deliver any and all documents on behalf of the Town of 
Portland and to do and perform all acts and things which he deems to be necessary or appropriate 
to carry out the terms of such documents. 

 
The undersigned further certifies that Ryan J. Curley now holds the office of the First 

Selectman and that he has held that office since November 16, 2021. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF: The undersigned has executed this certificate this ____ day of August 
2022. 
 _____________________________  
 Michael V. Tierney 
 Town Clerk 
 Portland, Connecticut 
 
C)  Refunds of Excess Payments:  [$] 
       
9.   STATUS & COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Ryan Curley reported that the remediation project on Brownstone Avenue is to start the 
second week of September and will take approximately three weeks.  Regarding the water 
project, a preliminary contract from DEEP was signed after review and sent back to the 
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State for signature at which time we will have an executed contract.  The contract for the 
High School Track project was likewise reviewed and signed and sent back to the Attorney 
General for signature.  This will probably take a week or two.  We can’t enter into an 
agreement until we get that signed contract back. 
 
John Dillon commented on the work being done at Brainerd Place.   
 
Ralph Zampano reported that there was much discussion about Brainerd Place at the P&ZC 
meeting.  He told of the Business Survey that EDC will be doing with the town businesses.  
The Parks & Rec meeting was cancelled.  The last concert will be held on Tuesday at 6:00 
p.m.  Summer camp programs have culminated.  No library meeting this month.  A 
discussion ensued regarding the replacement of meters and the cost for remote reading.  
Work will be reduced with remote reading of meters. 
 
Ryan Curley said there will be a joint meeting of Water & Sewer and the BOS at 7:00 p.m. on 
September 12 including a presentation on Hamtramck water reading. 
 
10.     PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
11.   BOARD OF SELECTMEN GENERAL INFORMAL DISCUSSION 
 
Shaun Manning asked if anything has been done regarding the town garage fire alarm 
system.  Ryan has no progress at this time but will follow up on it.  Concern was expressed 
regarding the equipment and the water and sewer records that are stored there. 
 
Robert Hetrick asked if the new Public Works Director could be present at the September 
12 meeting. 
 
Some work has been done on the Main Street lights that were damaged in a storm.  The 
new Public Works Director will pick up the remaining work to be done. 
 
12.   FOLLOW UP ITEMS 

• Ethics Ordinance 
• Review Town Charter 
• Policy on Fixing Real Property Assessment 

 
13.   ADJOURN MEETING 
 
Shaun Manning made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Robert Hetrick; all 
were in favor; meeting was adjourned at 8:16 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sharon Hoy, Board Clerk 


